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         PRE-GAME VENUE INSPECTION CHECKLIST 

Officials in consultation with designated umpires must visually inspect the playing field at 
least 30 minutes before playing time and complete the following: 

 
 Ground: Game: Sport Played: 

 Club: Inspected by: Date: 
 
Does any one observation render the playing surface in an unsafe condition?  (For example, 
but not limited to, those criteria marked with *)  Yes/No 
 
If YES please describe: ____________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
If YES the ground must be declared “unsafe” for play. If the answer is NO, please continue. 
 
WHERE THERE IS ANY DISAGREEMENT AS TO THE SUITABILITY OF THE 
SURFACE OR SUITABILITY OF THE GROUND, THE UMPIRES’ DECISION IS 
FINAL 
 
CHECKLIST 
 
 
Observations Yes No Comments 
 
Field of Play 
 
Has the ground surface been prepared correctly   ....................................... 
for your appropriate sports code?   ....................................... 
 
*Is the surface free of debris?   ....................................... 
(free from glass, rocks, rubbish, etc)   ....................................... 
 
*Have weather conditions or water made   ....................................... 
the surface unsafe?   ....................................... 
 
*Is the surface in good condition?   ....................................... 
(grass length, free of holes, tussocks, weeds etc)   ....................................... 
 
*Inspect the playing surface for holes, sufficient   ....................................... 
to cause players to trip, etc?   ....................................... 
 
Surface cover of a sufficient height?   ....................................... 
   .......................................
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 Yes No Comments 
 
Has the surface been damaged by   ....................................... 
animals or machinery?   ....................................... 
 
Is the surface area level between the   ....................................... 
actual pitch and the surrounds?   ....................................... 
 
Is the ground too hard to play on?   ....................................... 
   ....................................... 
 
In travelling from grassed to un-grassed areas   ....................................... 
is it likely to cause stability problems for players?   ....................................... 
 
Are there cracks greater than 20mm   ....................................... 
in width existing?   ....................................... 
 
Are sprinkler covers correctly in place?   ....................................... 
   ....................................... 
 
*Are ALL sprinklers level with the    ....................................... 
playing surface?   ....................................... 
 
*Is the perimeter fencing safe? (signs, etc)   ....................................... 
(If required has fence padding been installed?)   ....................................... 
 
*Are the weather conditions safe for the game   ....................................... 
to commence? (Lightning etc)   ....................................... 
 
*Is the boundary line a safe distance from   ....................................... 
the perimeter fence?   ....................................... 
 
*Have the goalposts been padded?   ....................................... 
   ....................................... 
 
Have Light Towers and Flag Poles been   ....................................... 
positioned so as not to interfere with players    ....................................... 
or cause an injury to players?   ....................................... 
 
Are there any other factors which   ....................................... 
may be dangerous to the players?   ....................................... 
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Change Rooms & Toilet Safety 
 
 Yes No Comments 
 
Are the rooms free of debris?   ....................................... 
(free from syringes, glass, rubbish, etc)   ....................................... 
 
Other notes/comments 
.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

 
Prior to the commencement of play, we, the undersigned, have undertaken the above 
inspection and agree that the playing environment is fit for play. 
 
 
...............................................  .................................................  
Home Club Ground Manager/Match Manager Away Club Coach/Club Representative 
Signature  Signature 
 
 
...............................................  .................................................... 
Name (Please Print) Name (Please Print) 
 
Please return completed form at your convenience to the Administration Officer, Parks and 
Recreation, Hobart City Council, GPO Box 503, Hobart 7001 or fax to (03) 62369365. 


